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We have Hurricane Katrina to thank for blowing Dr. Nancy Fix Anderson to San Antonio ten years ago!  She and 
her husband retired a year earlier than planned, discovered the city's wonderful museums, classical music venues, 
and hiking trails and never looked back.    

This ardent student of women's history and women's rights, grew up in Dallas, attended an all-girls' school there, 
went on to Stanford as an undergraduate, earned her Master's at University of California-Irvine, and obtained her 
PhD from Tulane.  She feels those early school years among girls gave her self confidence and shaped her belief 
that women could achieve.  At Stanford, Nancy reveled in new ideas and ways of thinking. Even though 
university women still had a dress code and restrictive hours, she loved the social freedom there.  Later in 
graduate school during the 70's and 80's, she championed the new wave of feminism--academic, political, and 
personal. 

The over-arching theme of Nancy's graduate work can be described as women's history--hand in hand with 
women's rights and suffrage.  Switching her interest from Victorian English history to the women's movement in 
England during the same time period, would provide a career focus and establish Dr. Nancy Fix Anderson as a 
ranking scholar in the field.  Books she has authored on the subject include Women Against Women in Victorian 
England:  A Life of Eliza Lynn Linton and Annie Besant in The Lives of Victorian Political Figures series. 

On completion of her PhD, Nancy was employed by Loyola University, New Orleans, as an associate professor of 
history and was tapped as one of three women to start the Women's Studies Program there.  It was to become a 
model for other programs instituted at the school.  Nancy was invited back to Loyola to speak at the twentieth 
anniversary of the program and was highly gratified to reconnect with alumnae whom she had taught and 
mentored. 

At the same time Nancy embarked on her academic career, she was enthusiastically working as a member of the 
National Women's Political Caucus to promote the election of women to government office and to help attain 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment in Louisiana in 1972.  

With such a full life, you would not think that she could find time to hike the trails of Europe and the United 
States, but Nancy has become a fervent fan of walkabouts over the years. She has even trekked the Camino de 
Santiago de Compostela over one hundred miles across the spine of Spain--twice!  And right now she is hiking 
the fjiords of Norway.  It's no surprise that she is founder of our Branch walking group Wandering Wonders, or 
that she leads Sierra Club hikes at Friedrich Park. 

Nancy will teach A History of the Olympic Games course at ALIR this spring.  Victorian sports are also among 
her interests and became the subject of yet another of her books--The Sporting Life:  Victorian Sports and Games, 
in the Victorian Life and Times series.  This fall, she will introduce a course, Militant Women, on British 
suffragettes.  By a happy coincidence, the film "Suffragette," starring Meryl Streep and Carey Mulligan, will be 
seen in movie theaters starting October 23.  That sounds like the best kind of homework assignment. 

As you can see, Nancy Fix Anderson has always championed for women and girls.  Through political activism in 
feminism's Second Wave, to support of Planned Parenthood, to teaching the history of women's struggles for 
rights and recognition, she has stepped into action for us all--her way.   
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